
Support Material-Emma Buswell Artist Statement and CV 
 
Emma Buswell is an artist, curator and writer fascinated with systems of government, economies and culture, particularly in relation to constructs of 
place, identity and community. Her current work takes its inspiration from the matrilineal hand craft and knitting techniques passed down from her 
grandmother and mother, as well as a contemplative investigation into the nature of kitsch, ephemera, labour, national identities and class politics.  
 
Interested in storytelling, local mythologies as well as grand narratives, Buswell often draws upon oral histories and ancient stories in collaboration 
with local touchpoints as an attempt to contextualize and understand the present. Found images and references are collaged and often overlaid 
with text, and then reinterpreted through stitch. Predominantly using intricate craft techniques such as knitting, beading and crochet, her work 
collapses the space between kitsch and cultural expression, drawing on current day political climates as well as art history to talk to personal and 
collective identities. The meticulous nature of these labour-intensive processes is a deliberate act, underscoring the often overlooked gendered 
nature to cultural production.  
 
Born on unceded Whadjuk Noongar land in Perth, Western Australia, Emma has an expansive practice working in object making, writing, and arts 
working. Her most recent work The Pool was featured in the exhibition Codes in Parallel for the Indian Ocean Craft Triennal at John Curtin Gallery 
in 2024. In 2023 she was a finalist in the prestigious Ramsay Art Prize at the Art Gallery of South Australia and in that same year was featured as 
part of the 2023 Australian Fashion Week in a showcase of Australian designers showing at Carriageworks. In 2022 she was selected for the 
Churchie Art Prize at the IMA in Brisbane where she was awarded the Highly Commended Award and was the winner of the 2022 Joondalup Art 
Prize. That same year she was selected as the TILT artist at Goolugatup, Heathcote, a program which supports a local artist to respond to 
Goolugatup’s historic collection of objects which remain from the buildings previous function as an asylum. In 2021 she was also commissioned to 
develop a new major work responding to local histories in Perth for Love in Bright Landscapes curated by Annika Kristensen at PICA later that year. 
In 2020, her work was the focus of a solo exhibition at the Art Gallery of Western Australia where her work was shown in relation to work from the 
collection.  
 
       
Selected Solo & Duo Exhibitions 
 
 2025 Liz + Emma, Sydenham International with Elizabeth Pulie, Marickville NSW 
 2023 Fuzzy Logic, AVA, Perth WA 
 2022 Suburban Turrets,TILT, Goolagatup Heathcote, Melville WA 
 2020 Emma Buswell: Selected Knitted Works, Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth WA 2015 Under Development,   MOANA 
Project Space, Perth WA 
 2015 How Can You Tell You’re Really There, Ex-Pat, Melbourne VIC 
 2015 MATHESON, Applecross Artspace WA 
 2013 The View From Up Here, MAXART Gallery, Perth WA 
      

Selected Group Exhibitions 

 2025 Rest Time, Bundoora Homestead, VIC, curated by Laura Couthie 
 2025 Ramsay Art Prize 2025, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide SA 
 2025 Rest Time, Bundoora Homestead Art Centre, Bundoora VIC 
 2025 Everyday, Myths and Legends at John Curtin Gallery, WA, 2025 
 2024 Witness, Collector, Archivist, Narrator, Canberra Art Biennial, Canberra ACT 
 2024 IOTA24: Codes In Parallel, John Curtin Gallery, Bentley WA 
 2024 Gut Feeling, AVA, Perth WA 
 2022 Churchie Emerging Art Prize, Institute of Modern Art, Brisbane QLD 
 2021 Love In Bright Landscapes, Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts, Perth WA 
 2021 Fair Isle, DADAA Fremantle for the Perth Festival, Fremantle WA 
 2020 Sheep Show, Mundaring Arts Centre, Mundaring WA 
 2019 Mid-west Art Prize, Geraldton Regional Art Gallery, Geraldton, WA 
 2017/18 Light as a Feather... presented by Moana Project Space for Hobiennale, Hobart, TAS 
 2017 The Sometimes Colourful Fate of Contemporary Nuggets, POLIZIA, Fremantle WA 
 2017 The Sometimes Colourful Fate of Contemporary Nuggets, Firstdraft Gallery, Sydney NSW 2016 Illuminations, The Blue 
Room Theatre, Perth WA 
 2015 Excessive Lighting, Freerange Gallery, Perth WA 
 2014 Foodchain Light Locker Art Space, Perth WA 
 2014 Stay/Keep, Paper Mountain Gallery, Perth WA 
 2014 Run Artist Run, Paper Mountain Gallery, Perth WA 
 2013 Misc., MAXART Gallery, Perth WA 
 2013 Hypotheticals Part II, Freerange Gallery, Perth WA 
 2011 Corso Aperto I, II, III, Fondazione Antonio Ratti, Como, Italy      

Collections 
 Art Gallery of Western Australia 
 Art Gallery of South Australia 
 University of Western Australia Collection Curtin University 
 Artbank Collection 
 Various private collections 

     
    



   
Support Material- Media Samples from previous works 

TELEVISION 
Sunrise Channel 7, Monday 10 October 2022  

 

Australia’s highest-rating morning TV show. 
Audience: 263,000, ASR: About $25,000-$30,000 (conservative)  

ABC News Australia interview with Emma Buswell, Monday 10 October 2022  

 

 

Audience: 21,000, ASR value: $8,640  

 

 



 

PRINT 
Article in the West Australian, Monday 10 October, p10 print  

 

Readership: 125,000, ASR value: $8,861 Perth Now online v1:  

PRINT/ONLINE Perth Now  

 

 

Readership: 120,000, ASR value: $7,840  

 

 

 

 

 



Article: 

Art Collector #115 (January – March 2026) ‘“Cool Hunter 1: Emma Buswell” 
     

    

   

   



        

 



Book Inclusion:Textiles X Art: How Textiles Are Shaping Contemporary Art 
By Beck Jobson and Ramona Barry, published by Thames and Hudson (pgs 84-88

 

  
   



ONLINE Pedestrian TV 

 

Readership: 120,000, ASR value: $7840  

 

The Global Herald  

 
Circulation: 19,000, ASR value: unknown  

 

 

 



SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

Coles Now, 1.3 million followers  

 
ABC News, 4.2 million followers

 

 
 
 
Pedestrian TV, 345,000 followers  

 

Perth Now, 515,000 followers  

 

The Bell Tower Times, 131,000 followers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


